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Drinking Water Quality for the Period of July 2025 — June 2026
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The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region promulgated on 23 April 2025 the
latest Hong Kong Drinking Water Standards ("HKDWS"). Key changes included revising the number
of water quality parameters from 60 to 61, the addition of three new parameters (namely manganese,
cylindrospermopsins and saxitoxins), extension of the coverage of an existing parameter (namely
microcystin-LR), and exclusion of two existing parameters (namely tetrachloroethene and uranium).
This report lists the monitoring data for the latest 61 HKDWS water quality parameters.
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The Government has also revised the Aesthetic Guidelines (“AG”). Key changes included the addition
of two new parameters (namely geosmin and visible substances), and the revision of Guideline Value
for 2-methyl-isoborneol from 50 ng/L to 40 ng/L, in order to ensure the aesthetic quality, such as the
taste and odour, of the drinking water in Hong Kong.
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Drinking water samples were taken at water treatment works, desalination plant, service reservoirs, fresh
water tanks, connection points and consumers’ taps.
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The quality of drinking water supplied to customers in Hong Kong during this period is in full
compliance. It is amongst the highest in developed countries and cities, demonstrating excellent quality.
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A. Hong Kong Drinking Water Standards

BEHIGER BB
Monitoring Data BKEA
28 By (07/2025 - 06/2026) ey ey
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance™et D
x{EE xR EE{E Value in
Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
SRR ES A GV
v
Aldrin & dieldrin no/L <0.008 <0.008 <0.008 <0.03
s = N
% . g BTk <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.02 v
Antimony mg/L
= I
L 5/ Bt <0.001 | <0.001 | <0.001 <0.01 v
Arsenic mg/L
; = JAN
. 5L/ Bt 0.002 0.023 0.014 <13 v
Barium mg/L
o y: /\
iy B Bt <0.5 <05 <05 <10 v
Benzene pg/L
Atlales s /AT ugll | <0002 | <0002 | <0.002 <0.7 v
Benzo[a]pyrene
= I
i 5/ Bt <0.02 0.96 0.35 <24 v
Boron mg/L
N s
Bromate pg/L
CE S 4 AN
DL A e, AT v
Bromodichloromethane pg/L <3 16 8.5 <60
AT e AT <5 <5 <5 <100 v
Bromoform pg/L
&= = AN
i . g BTk <0.001 0.001 <0.001 <0.003 v
Cadmium mg/L
SR e, AT
v
Carbon tetrachloride pg/L <03 <03 <03 <4
AR e ATt
v
Chlorate ug/L <10 93 19 =300
25t (PG v
Chlordane no/L <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 <0.2
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Monitoring Data BKEA
28 By (07/2025 - 06/2026) ey ey
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance™et D
x{EE xR EE{E Value in
Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
Chlorine mg/L 0.1 1.5 0.8 <5
CEEAl ] e AT <10 <10 <10 <700 v
Chlorite ug/L =
245 (PG < < < v
Chloroform pg/L 20 4 20 =300
= JAN
s 5L/ Bt <0.001 0.046 <0.001 <0.05 v
Chromium mg/L
S0 il < 0.003 0.77 0.02 <2 v
Copper mg/L
Cylindrospermopsins ng/L ' ' ' T
ZQ-ZECEAAE ,
vl ﬁﬁﬁ//f o <2 <2 <2 <8 v
Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate ne
Dibromoacetonitrile pg/L ' ' ’ -
R—E R (G > v
Dibromochloromethane ng/L <3 8.6 <3 = 1t
1,2-8-3-E Ak i
1,2-Dibromo-3- "”m//ﬁ*ﬁ <0.2 <02 <0.2 <1 v
chloropropane He
1,2- 3R 205 GV
> N < < < v
1,2-Dibromoethane pg/L 01 01 <01 =04
TRk woe /N <9 13 4.0 < 40 v
Dichloroacetate ug/L ) =
Dichloroacetonitrile pg/L ' ' ' -
1,4- &R (G = v
1,4-Dichlorobenzene pg/L <05 <05 <05 =
1,2- &b . =~
’ iz /L < v
1,2-Dichloroethane B2 BTt e <1 <1 <1 =30
s e ATt <2 <2 <2 <20 v
Dichloromethane ug/L =
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Monitoring Data BKER
SR B fir (07/2025 - 06/2026) O e
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance®°te D

REE RE{E FHE Value in

Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
i:j:lifiife %%f} i <15 34 <15 <50 v
iﬂﬂﬁ”ﬁﬂ wﬁuﬁ ! <0.15 <0.15 <0.15 <0.6 v
é}ibenzene fﬁ@%ﬁ 7t <05 <05 <05 <300 v
ﬁjﬁﬁﬁe %%ngfﬁ 0.44 0.55 0.49 <15 v
Iiiiﬁﬁmdm %%;E} 7t <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.6 v
fiad %%mg/i}ﬂ <0.001 0.008 <0.001 <0.01 v
fli(ane ﬁlz%gf}ﬂ <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <2 v
ﬁ1\;Iﬁanganese %%m;/i}ﬁ <0.01 0.02 <0.01 <0.08 v
ﬁercury %%mg/%\ﬁ <0.00005 | <0.00005 | <0.00005 <0.006 v
Mi%if %%f} i <25 <25 <25 <10 v
ﬁ%ﬁiﬁs %ﬁ%}é}i&ﬂ <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <1 v
ﬁiﬁie ﬁ%;fﬂ_ <15 <15 <15 <6 v
I\Z(jgflhifiacetate %’i%ugf\ﬂ <2 2.0 <2 <20 v
ﬁckel %ﬁm;/i}ﬂ‘ <0.001 0.050 0.002 <0.07 v
ﬁﬁﬁ%gg\g -)ng ) %fl;f al <25 12 4.1 <50 v
Eﬁgﬁ% ;%f?z_ i %%En;f ] <0004 | 0016 | <0.004 <3 v
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Monitoring Data BKEA
28 By (07/2025 - 06/2026) ey ey
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance™et D
{EE e SEE Value in
Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
N-go i A e AT
N-Nitrosodimethylamine ng/L <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.1 7
St e ATt
Perchlorate ug/L <1 3.9 <1 =70 7
AFEiEHER e 5Tt
Saxitoxins pg/L <02 <0.2 <0.2 <3 v
b 2Lt <0.003 <0.003 <0.003 <0.04 v
Selenium mg/L ) ) : =t
FEIE =% e /Nt
Simazine pg/L <0.5 <05 <0.5 <2 v
KN e BT
Styrene ng/L <05 <0.5 <0.5 <20 v
T e
Terbuthylazine e BTt ngll <18 <18 <1.8 <7 v
GBS e BT
Toluene ng/L <0.5 <0.5 <0.5 <700 v
=R bhERgER " 0 0.39 o1 EERGEM <1 v
Total trihalomethanes sum ratio®™ot2) : 18 sum ratio < 1
=R e AT
Trichloroacetate ng/L <2 16 44 <200 7
A 5/ AT
Trifluralin ug/L <3 <3 <5 =20 7
RS e AT
Xylenes ng/L <15 2 <l1.5 <500 v
48 o SERE HHE[/AT
Gross alpha (a) activity Bq/L <01 <01 <0.1 =05 v
W BIEE HA/ATFF
Gross beta (B) activity Bq/L <0.2 <02 <02 =10 v
W 2 & #/100 Z 7t 0 0 0 0 y
Escherichia coli cfu/100mL




R
Notes:
(1) "V"EREREANMHINE/KEANEAKEEE2fFE T AR /KL -

"v'" indicates full compliance of drinking water quality with the HKDWS in all drinking water samples
taken during this period.

(2) H=EHRERVEERENIAGREL 1 HEREHAT

R —HRCEFEER R -E SR AieE

+
HEBa/ERE HEBa/KERE HEB/KERE HEBa/KEEE

Sum ratio of total trihalomethanes should not exceed 1, as calculated by:

bromoform 4 bromodichloromethane 4 dibromochloromethane 4 chloroform
its HKDWS its HKDWS its HKDWS its HKDWS
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B. Aesthetic Guidelines

BHIGE R
" Monitoring Data ZERIME -y
PG G20
B Eafir (07/2025 - 06/2026) Guideline i
Parameter®™et¢ 3 Unit - — Val Compliance®™t 4
&EE mxeE | P9E alue
Minimum | Maximum | Average
= \
st BROETE | 001 0.12 0.02 <02 v
Aluminium mg/L
[ Hazen <5 <5 <5 <15 v
Colour
=]
L At Bt <3 10 <3 <40 v
Geosmin ng/L
5 = N
& BRSNTE <001 026 | 0.021 <03 v
Iron mg/L
7 = N
S RAEOBTE L g0 002 | <001 <0.08 v
Manganese mg/L
AR
ZK 4 N
2-Methyl-isoborneol “mn//fﬁ <5 29 8 <40 v
(MIB) &
Ak o ok o Lk .
Odour N Unobjectionable Unobjectionable
R {E
(KB 25°CHE) -- 7.0 9.1 8.3 6.5-9.5 v
pHat25C
b fiE 5k 5k .
Taste N Unobjectionable Unobjectionable
N=N-==f===
A NTU <0.1 2.4 0.2 <3 v
Turbidity
: = AN
i e I 0.09 <0.01 <15 v
Zinc mg/L
i JEn
AEY) R ) ARY] y
. -- O No visible
Visible Substances No visible substance
substance
EERE:
Notes:

Q) MESBEEAMEER/KNNEER - KEEBRELEIE A GEERFEAE > ErEEgd
PEENRERE

The above parameters relate to the aesthetic quality of drinking water in Hong Kong. The exceedance of
which could cause objectionable aesthetic effects but will not cause health concerns in general.

(4) "V"FRER BRI R KE AN R/KOKEE S 2T R EZER] -

"v"" indicates full compliance of drinking water quality with the AG in all drinking water samples taken
during this period.
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C. General Properties of the Drinking Water in Hong Kong

BHIGE R
. Monitoring Data
(A% 5) =
2H s, %ﬁl (07/2025 - 06/2026)
Parameter nit RIS Bl FHME
Minimum Maximum Average
EER (KR 25°CH)
Conductivity at 25 C uS/em 43 238 148
Ngs=a
B C 15.0 36.3 25.0
Temperature
KEERIE (B, CaCOs 3T ) e ; . 2
Total alkalinity (as CaCOs) mg/L
HaRERE (DL CaCOs 1) =5,/ Nt <5 75 17
Total hardness (as CaCO3) mg/L
= \
f’jzzlcium %%ng/% ot 0.9 21 12
B 25/ 1Tt
Magnesium mg/L 0.4 23 L4
= = \
Chloride AT s 2 1
A 5,/ AT
Sulphate mg/L 4 25 14
IEBEREZE (DL PO4 5T) B/ ATt
Ortho-phosphates (as PO4) mg/L <0.01 0.03 <0.01
—RAbEE (PL Si02 &) ET A1y 12 18 85
Silica (as SiO») mg/L ’ :
SR
Note:

(&) LLEHEHZEREERKN—RYENCERT - BB /KERE VB BRI A G iEEE

HH - N2 A P EIE H AR E S AINE -

The above parameters relate to the general physical and chemical properties of the drinking water
in Hong Kong. The HKDWS and AG do not include these parameters and hence there are no

standard values or guideline values for them.




