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Our 150 Years of Water Supply
Finding enough water for our people has always been a
problem in Hong Kong.
Starting with the sinking of a few wells in the city, we
have had to dig into the soil and bedrock of the hillsides
to form reservoirs and essential catchment areas.
We have had to excavate deep into the sea bed – and
drain the sea water to form a reservoir, an innovative
technique never tried elsewhere before.
We developed a sea water flushing
system to conserve precious fresh water
supplies.
In the 1970s, we have had to turn to
desalination to supplement our needs at
critical times.
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All this work has been for the purpose of
keeping up with the rapidly growing
demand for this scarce resource.

History book of Hong Kong's water supply
"Water for a Barren Rock – 150 Years of Water Supply"
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Celebratory Activities
To celebrate the 150th anniversary we held a number of
events in which the public took part. This helped to
generate a greater awareness of our work and to promote
an appreciation for the need for conservation.
A new book entitled “Water for a Barren Rock”, gives a
detailed history of our struggle for water.
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Presentation ceremony at the 150 Years of Water Supply Carnival.
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A carnival was held on March 18, 2001 at the Tamar
Site, which was open to the public, and drew some
5 000 people. There were game stalls, go kart and train
rides, displays of winning entries of various competitions
and historical pictures of water supply in Hong Kong,
among the events.
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First day cover stamps with the water droplet motif depicting four
major waterworks and facilities – the first set of embossed stamps
issued in Hong Kong.

A set of four special stamps together with a first-day
cover was issued by the Hongkong Post to mark the
occasion and the launching ceremony was held in the
carnival on March 18, 2001.
A secondary school science project competition on
“Innovative Use of Water at Home” was organised
with the Joint School Science Exhibition Preparatory
Committee. 19 entries were received and the models
produced by the three winning teams were shown at
the carnival.
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A set of VCD and CD-ROM for 150 Years of Water Supply.
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Game booth at the Carnival.
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A computer game softwares design competition was
also held to promote the use of IT skills in creating games
for educating the public of water supply in Hong Kong.
The winning entries were displayed in the road show
“Ask Professor Water”.
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Winner of the Four Box Comic Drawing
Competition.
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Another event, open to the public and staff, was a photo
competition organised with the Photographic Society.
Entries far exceeded expectations, and the quality of the
pictures was very high. Prize-winning entries were printed
as a special desk calendar as a souvenir for guests and
displayed in the carnival.
Two competitions of the “Little Drops Marvellous
Journey” programme were organised and well received.
The Four Box Comic Drawing Competition and Give-MeName Competition received a thousand and three
thousands entries respectively.

  !"#$%& !"
 == !"#$%&'()*
 !"#$%&' ()*+,N=MMM  P=MMM 



!"#$%&' NRM  !"
!"#$%& OMM  !"#

 !"#$%&'()*+, !"#$% !"#$
 !"#$%&'()*+,-.
 !"#$%&'()*+,
 NMM  !"#$!%&'()*
 !"#$%&'()*+,-.
 !"#$%&'()*+,-.
 !"#$%&'())*+, !"#$%&'()*+,
 !"#$%


!"#$%&'()*
!+,-.
 !"# !"#$%&'()

Mr. and Mrs. Phillipson and Mr. Paul Leung,
Director of Leisure and Cultural Services showing interest in the display panels of the “Ask
Professor Water”Exhibition.
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In a slogan competition for staff in both Chinese and
English – some 200 entries were received – and the best
were selected for printing on commemorative stationery.
The winning slogan was “We Care For You”.
A fund-raising walkathon, organised with OXFAM Hong
Kong held on March 25, 2001 brought in well over
$1 million. The proceeds were donated to Yijin Village in
Shaanxi Province of China for the supply of clean tap water.
Starting the walk with celebrity Anita Mui were the
Secretary for Home affairs, Mr. W K Lam, the Executive
Director of OXFAM Hong Kong, Mr. Chong Chan Yau
and the Director of Water Supplies, Mr. Hugh Phillipson.
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An exhibition, “Ask Professor Water”, was jointly
organised with the Hong Kong Science Museum in the
main lobby – from March 13 to May 31, 2001. Its
purpose of promoting water conservation, water science
and an understanding of the work of the WSD was well
received. A travelling exhibition later brought the display
to many schools.
Ambassador visits to 42 schools explaining the history
and operation of the WSD were given by WSD staff.
The climax of the celebratory events was a cocktail reception
on March 20, 2001 in which the guests of honour included
Mrs. Anson Chan, in her capacity of Chief Secretary for
Administration, and Mr. Lee Shing See, Secretary for Works.
Mrs. Chan also presented ISO and HOKLAS certificates to
various divisions of the Department.
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Mrs. Anson Chan, Chief Secretary for
Administration addressing the guests at the
Cocktail Reception.
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An International Workshop on Quality Services to Customers
was co-organised with the International Water Association
(IWA) from March 19 to 21, 2001. The Workshop attracted
more than 80 delegates from 18 countries and regions,
and a total of 18 papers were presented.
The Viennese Drinking Fountain at the Hong Kong Park
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was opened on March 19, 2001. The idea for these
fountains originated in Vienna of Austria and they have
been erected in specially selected international cities.
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International Workshop on Quality Services to
Customers co-organised with the International
Water Association.
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A boy enjoying the water from the Viennese Drinking Fountain in
the Hong Kong Park.
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Milestones of Water Supply in Hong Kong

1851

1960

1975
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Sinking of wells in the City of Victoria
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Contract being signed for raw water
supply from Shenzhen Reservoir
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Lok On Pai Desalting Plant

1863

 !"#== !"#
First reservoir in Hong Kong –
Old Pok Fu Lam Reservoir

1906

1964
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First stage of the largest water
treatment works in Hong Kong –
Sha Tin Water Treatment Works

1978
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Largest reservoir in Hong Kong –
High Island Reservoir

2000

1968
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First reservoir in Kowloon – Kowloon
Reservoir

1930
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First Reservoir from the sea – Plover
Cove Reservoir
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Ngau Tam Mei Water Treatment
Works using ozone and biological
filters
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First cross harbour main
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