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Drinking Water Quality for the Period of October 2024 — September 2025
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The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region promulgated on 23 April 2025 the
latest Hong Kong Drinking Water Standards ("HKDWS"). Key changes included revising the number
of water quality parameters from 60 to 61, the addition of three new parameters (hamely manganese,
cylindrospermopsins and saxitoxins), extension of the coverage of an existing parameter (namely
microcystin-LR), and exclusion of two existing parameters (namely tetrachloroethene and uranium).
This report lists the monitoring data for the latest 61 HKDWS water quality parameters.
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The Government has also revised the Aesthetic Guidelines (“AG”). Key changes included the addition
of two new parameters (namely geosmin and visible substances), and the revision of Guideline Value
for 2-methyl-isoborneol from 50 ng/L to 40 ng/L, in order to ensure the aesthetic quality, such as the
taste and odour, of the drinking water in Hong Kong.
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Drinking water samples were taken at water treatment works, desalination plant, service reservoirs, fresh
water tanks, connection points and consumers’ taps.

RSB E B P AU OKE S AUOKEI S R IR R TATY TR
EE -

The quality of drinking water supplied to customers in Hong Kong during this period is in full
compliance. It is amongst the highest in developed countries and cities, demonstrating excellent quality.
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A. Hong Kong Drinking Water Standards

BIGER '
Monitoring Data BIKERAE
S8 B fir (10/2024 - 09/2025) R R fEe™ Y
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance®ete )
BB B fE EEE Value in
Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
SCER AR R [LEVEAS
Aldrin & dieldrin HglL <0.008 <0.008 < 0.008 <0.03 v
i 25,/ N
Antimony ma/L <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.02 v
it 25/ AT
Arsenic ma/L <0.001 0.001 <0.001 <0.01 v
5 25,/ AT
Barium ma/L 0.003 0.023 0.014 <13 v
# e AT
Benzene ug/L <05 <05 <05 <10 v
FI[altE e
Benzo[a]pyrene e,/ AF g/l | <0.002 <0.002 <0.002 <0.7 v
il 25/ ATt
Boron mg/L <0.02 0.96 0.38 <24 v
VR e, AT
IR B J AN
Bromate ug/L <1 13 <1 <10 v
—R & HE (G
(R—FF g A
Bromodichloromethane ug/L <5 15 6.9 <60 v
Y] (G
IR g A
Bromoform ug/L <5 <5 <5 = 100 v
i 25,/ AT
Cadmium ma/L <0.001 0.001 <0.001 <0.003 v
P& Bk (G
Carbon tetrachloride ng/L <05 <05 <05 =4 v
AR (G A
Chlorate ug/L <10 90 17 <300 v
s e,/ ATt
Chlordane ug/L <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 <02 v
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Monitoring Data BIKEEEE .
28 Bfr (10/2024 - 09/2025) g ey
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance™ote
B{EE Re{E EEE Value in
Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
= Zv/NTt - v
Chlorine ma/L 0.1 15 0.8 <5
= e B e
gl e Tt <10 <10 <10 <700 v
Chlorite ug/L
2h o NF - v
Chloroform no/L <20 43 <20 =L
= N
i ERSNTE | 0001 | 0046 | <0.001 <0.05 v
Chromium mg/L
S0 BRABIE 1 20003 | 077 0.02 <2 v
Copper mg/L
3‘;&;3&.‘ /iy
AR . e BTt <0.3 <0.3 <0.3 <0.7 v
Cylindrospermopsins po/L
Z(R-ZFECCE)HIR .,
g ﬁ%//f} 7t <2 <2 <2 <8 v
Di(2-ethylhexyT)phthalate H
— Cg E=3 y:
—RAZEE BE AT <05 0.91 <05 <70 v
Dibromoacetonitrile ug/L
TIR—E T woeNFF < v
Dibromochloromethane pa/L <5 7.2 <5 =100
12-R-3-EAkE e
1,2-Dibromo-3- ﬁi’%ﬁ*ﬂ <0.2 <0.2 <0.2 <1 v
chloropropane
1,2- 8 205 woe /N < v
1,2-Dibromoethane pa/L <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 =04
g e ANFF < v
Dichloroacetate no/L <2 13 38 =40
—RAZME e AT <25 47 <25 <20 v
Dichloroacetonitrile pa/L
1,4-— 50K e AT v
1,4-Dichlorobenzene ug/L <05 <05 <05 =
12-—H N5 p e
ip /L < v
1,2-Dichloroethane s /157t Hg <1 <1 <1 =
ZE R (CG N vax < <2 <? <20 7
Dichloromethane Ho/L
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Monitoring Data BKERE
2% Eifir (10/2024 - 09/2025) Al EEe
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance®™ote )

B fEAE e fE EME Value in

Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
i;i:;ﬁife ﬁﬁ%& f}ﬁ <15 47 <15 <50 v
Eﬁ'ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁﬂ %ﬁu; f}ﬂ <0.15 <0.15 <0.15 <0.6 v
éﬁjbenzene ﬁﬁ%& f}ﬁ <05 <05 <05 <300 v
ﬁjgﬁ?e %%mg/’fﬂ 0.39 0.55 0.49 <15 v
Qig;lifiutadiene ﬁﬁ%u;?ﬂ <01 <01 <01 =00 ’
f’iad %ﬁmg/ ’fﬂ <0001 | 0005 | <0.001 <0.01 v
ﬁane ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&fﬂ <05 <05 <05 =2 v
\I%;I?nanganese %%mg//fﬁ <001 003 <00t =0.08 !
ﬁercury %%mg/ ’fﬁ <0.00005 | < 0.00005 | <0.00005 |  <0.006 v
Mi%fﬁgf ﬁﬁuﬁ% <25 <25 <25 <10 v
ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ fgﬁp& f}ﬂ <05 <05 <05 <1 v
i/ﬁﬁm ﬁﬁuﬁ% <15 <15 <15 <6 v
fﬁckel %%mgfﬁ <0001 | 0.050 0.002 <0.07 v
ﬁ?;%? (%N'\('%_)ﬁ ) %%mgfﬁ <25 14 4.6 <50 v
f\lﬁlfﬁgﬁf % 2’_\")32' 5t) %%mgfﬁ <0004 | 0007 | <0.004 <3 v
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Monitoring Data BKERE
28 Bfr (10/2024 - 09/2025) g ey
Parameter Unit Standard Compliance™ote
HE(E e EEE Value in
Minimum | Maximum | Average HKDWS
N-or B 5 FR e ATt
N-Nitrosodimethylamine Ho/L <001 <001 <001 =01 Y
el e AT
Perchlorate ng/L <1 2.8 <1 =70 7
TRt HE% s/ AT
Saxitoxins ug/L <0.2 <0.2 <0.2 <3 v
i BROGTE | <0003 | <0003 | <0003 <0.04 v
Selenium mg/L ' ' ' =%k
PEHE =% (G A
Simazine ug/L <05 <05 <05 <2 v
KN e, AT
Styrene ug/L <0.5 <05 <05 <20 v
TR e
Terbuthylazine sl /ATt gl | <18 <18 <18 <7 7
RS e, AT
Toluene ug/L <0.5 <05 <05 <700 v
28 = 5 HH Y SRUEF Y 4
i.EEJ:E ttﬂ—‘\n *D O 0.39 0.17 t[:—'—‘\\‘l\azl:[ S 1 /
Total trihalomethanes sum ratio®ete?) sum ratio < 1
=8 R (G
Trichloroacetate ug/L <2 16 44 =200 7
e e, AT
Trifluralin ug/L <5 <5 <5 <20 v
THE (G
Xylenes ug/L <15 <15 <15 <500 v
48 o JEE BHEIIATE
Gross alpha (a) activity Bg/L <01 <01 <0.1 =05 v
HEBIEE HEIATE
Gross beta (B) activity Bg/L <02 <02 <0.2 <10 7
W B4 #5/100 =7t 0 0 0 0 ,
Escherichia coli cfu/100mL
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Notes:
(1) VERERENHE R KEARNEAKES e aE AR KA -

"v"" indicates full compliance of drinking water quality with the HKDWS in all drinking water samples
taken during this period.

(2) HHEpHGEHIEERENAEEL 1 HEtRE =T

RiEE —HROEHEEE R EHKaE faE

HEBA/KEEE HEB/KERE HEH/KEREE HEBE/KEEE

Sum ratio of total trihalomethanes should not exceed 1, as calculated by:

bromoform 4 bromodichloromethane N dibromochloromethane N chloroform
its HKDWS its HKDWS its HKDWS its HKDWS
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B. Aesthetic Guidelines

LIRS
Monitoring Data FHIE Ny
£ GHE 3) D
Par;r;%ter('\'Ote 2 %rﬁi (1072024 - 09/2025) Guideline Com%f:nce(Note )
REE | BAEE | PEE Vel
Minimum | Maximum | Average
= AN
B B/ ATE | <001 0.12 0.02 <02 v
Aluminium mg/L
B Hazen <5 <5 <5 <15 v
Colour
E 4 N
LA I B <3 10 <3 <40 v
Geosmin ng/L
5 = \
& ERSLTE | coo1 0.07 0.02 <03 v
Iron mg/L
7 = N
i S Y] 003 | <001 <0.08 v
Manganese mg/L
2-FHEL SIS
= 4 JAN
2-Methyl-isoborneol Pﬂﬁng/”_aﬁ <5 30 10 <40 v
(MIB)
E=IUS _ EIEElN EE SN v
Odour Unobjectionable Unobjectionable
B e
(7K B 25°CHE) - 7.0 9.1 8.3 6.5-9.5 v
pH at 25 C
Sl _ EIE LN EE SN v
Taste Unobjectionable Unobjectionable
A
i~ NTU <0. . . < v
Turbidity 0.1 24 0.2 =3
= N
5 ERSLTE | o0 015 | <001 <15 v
Zinc mg/L
- fiem
w5 ) T el .
Visible Substances No visible substance
substance
R
Notes:

Q) U ESEEAMEERKNNEEE - KEBEBREREE A SEHEFENE > ErEgHE
PHENRERE -

The above parameters relate to the aesthetic quality of drinking water in Hong Kong. The exceedance of
which could cause objectionable aesthetic effects but will not cause health concerns in general.

(4) "V"FoRER RN B/ KB AR B /KKE

R
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"v"" indicates full compliance of drinking water quality with the AG in all drinking water samples taken

during this period.
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C. General Properties of the Drinking Water in Hong Kong

BORIGE R
Monitoring Data
G2 D)
R o (10/2024 - 09/2025)
Patametet it RS B it
Minimum Maximum Average
HEAR (KR 25 CHF)
Conductivity at 25 C HSfem 53 241 154
SE
I C 14.0 36.3 24.6
Temperature
4ERIE (DL CaCOs ET) =5,/ AT . - 26
Total alkalinity (as CaCOs3) mg/L
LA (DL CaCOs 5T ) =55/ AT <5 79 38
Total hardness (as CaCOs) mg/L
iﬂilcium %ﬁmg//fﬂ 1 21 13
¥ = N
g it/ Bt 0.3 2.2 1.4
Magnesium mg/L
(e =5 AF
Chloride mg/L <5 22 11
R 5%, A
Sulphate mg/L 5 28 15
IEBEREEE (DL POs5T) ET VS
Ortho-phosphates (as PO4) mg/L <0.01 0.02 <0.01
— bk (BLSiO2 51) = NI
Silica (as SiO») mg/L 0.1 18 8.3

.

Note:

() PLEHEEBEAREEEKE BN R - BB R /KEE K VB ZERIE A R s A

HH > NI2A L BT HAVEEEE S RIE -

The above parameters relate to the general physical and chemical properties of the drinking water
in Hong Kong. The HKDWS and AG do not include these parameters and hence there are no

standard values or guideline values for them.




