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By supplying clean and healthy drinking water, the Hong Kong SAR Government’s Water Supplies Department plays
a pivotal role in the life of Hong Kong people, meeting the needs of commerce and industry while managing the
sustainability of the water resources for future generations.

Hong Kong’s population of 7.07 million consumes on average 2.53 million cubic metres of fresh water for various
uses and 0.74 million cubic metres of sea water (also referred to as “salt water” in other parts of this report) for
flushing each day. In terms of fresh water supplies, 89 per cent is sourced from neighbouring Guangdong province
whereas the remaining is supplemented by the yield from Hong Kong's own water gathering grounds and held in a
network of reservoirs across the city in 2011.

While supplies are secure, the Department realises that as population grows, the world’s demand for water also
grows, requiring thoughtful use of existing resources. That's why we are looking ahead, developing alternative
sources and nurturing a culture of conservation and recycling to ensure that as Hong Kong moves into the future, its
population can continue to have quality water supplies.
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