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Action

1 The Charman wecomed Dr. Richard CHEUNG  Yurthing, Mr. Hugh WU
Sa-himand Dr. Michad CHIU for atending the medting of this Committee for
the fird time. He then extended his wedcome to dl ather members for joining
the second medting.

2. The Charman extended a welcome to Mr. KO Chagock, Mr. KU Chi-
chung, Mr. CHAN Kwong-we, Mr. CHEUNG Tzeleung and Ms. HO Sue-
me from the Water Supplies Department (WSD).

3. The Charmen advised that a short brigfing sesson would be hdd a the
conduson of the meating for members of the mediia present.

4. Confirmation of minutes of thefirst meeting held on 26 April 2000
The minutes were confirmed with the following amendment -

Item 5.3 — 3“ line “ the building menegement offices or the building owvners’
should read *“ the building owners or the building maintenance/management
agents as they are repongble for the maintenance of the water supply sysems
ingdethe buildings’ .

5. Mattersarisng

51  Water quality monitoring programme

The Chairmen advisad thet two papers would be presented later on thisitem.

52  ACQWS Paper No. 3 - World Health Organization Guidelines and
I nternational Standardsfor Drinking-water Quality

52.1 Inresponseto membears comments on ACQWS Paper No. 1 on the subject,
this paper was prepared to present a more detailed comparison of the three
mog wel-known drinking water queity guiddines'standards and the cogt
implicstion of Hong Kong s dinking wae meding dl three
guiddines'sandards

522 Meambas atention was drawn to the fact thet, within the limits of exiding
ingrument capabilities and requirements of the current qudity assurance
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523

53

531

532

533

534

protocal, not dl data could be compared with EC and/or USEPA dandards.
Where comparison could be made, Hong Kong' s drinking water complied
with al three guiddines'sandards

Members were dso advisad that to upgrade dl exising trestment works to
meat dl three guiddines'sandards would cost over HK$30 hillion. As agreed
a the lag medting, the current practice of adopting the WHO guiddines as the
gandard for drinking water quality in Hong Kong was conddered gppropriate
in the interest of public hedth. It did not seem worthwhile to spend a large
amount of money Smply to achieve additiond sts of dandards without any
ggnificant improvement in water qudlity.

ACQWS Paper No. 4— Publication of Water Quality Data

Further to ACQWS Paper No. 2 on the same subject, this pgper was
prepared to present a detailed proposd on the format and frequency of
publication of water qudity data.on the Internet and in the form of apamphlet.

The proposed publication on the Internet in August 2000 for Dongjiang water
qudity data as monitored a& Muk Wu Pumping Station and for trested water
qudity data for 1999/2000 were briefly introduced to the members. The data
indicated that the quality of Dongjiang water recaived a& Muk Wu Pumping
Sation was largdy stifactory despite Some minor non-compliance and thet
the trested water qudity in Hong Kong complied with the WHO guiddines,
Members made some suggestions on fine tuning the format for  WSD' s
condderation.

As for the pamphlet on water qudity, it was conddered more meaningful to
publish an overdl compliance indicator of the welness of the qudity of our
drinking water than to repeet the huge amount of water qudity data Some
other interegting information would aso be induded in the pamphlet. As soon
asthe desgn of the pamphlet was completed, a sample would be digtributed to
membas for commeats before publication and didribution around
October/November this year.

It was proposed to update annudly the data on the Internet and in hard copy
form. Members agreed to the proposd taking into condderation internationd
prectice, the conggtent compliance of monitoring detawith WHO guiddinesfor
drinking water quaity presented, and driking a baance between resources
input and the nead to publish the qudlity deta

Action

WSD

WSD

ACQWS — Meeting Minutes #2

Page 3



5.4

54.1

54.2

54.3

6.1

6.2

Site Visits

A lig of proposad Ste vigts on both Hong Kong and Guangdong Sdes hed
dready been didributed to members for consderation. Two sketches showing
the locations of the inddlations induded in the vigits had dso been tabled & the
medting for membas  reference.

Regarding gte vistsin Hong Kong, it wias proposed to arange avist in August
2000 to the Sha Tin Trestment Works and the Mainland Eagt Laboratory. The
rdlevant pamphlets were tebled a the meeting for reference. The proposa was
generdly acoeptable to members and the detalls would be worked out shortly
for members condderaion.

As regards the gte vigt in Guangdong, WSD was liaang with the Guangdong
authorities on the arrangement of the proposed vigt in the coming autumn. The
timing and locations of the vist were yet to be findisad.

ACQWS Paper No. 5- Raw Water Quality Monitoringin Hong Kong

The purpose of this paper was to introduce the raw water quality monitoring
drategy adopted by WSD. The two main sources of raw water in Hong Kong
were the supply from the Dongjiang and rainfal collected in locd gathering
grounds and storage resarvoirs, contributing respectively about 80% and 20%
of the water we needed. The qudity of Dongjiang weater was dosdy monitored
in Hong Kong at the reception point of Muk Wu Pumping Saion and & dl
trestment works recaiving Dongjiang water. There was ds0 dose liason
between the Guangdong and Hong Kong authorities on matters rdaing to the
queity of Dongjiang water. On completion of the dosed agueduct bringing
water from Dongjiang to Hong Kong, the queity of supply could be better
assured.

There was some widespread misundersanding by the generd public thet the
Oeterioration in the qudity of Dongjiang water hed led to problems of drinking
wae qudity in Hong Kong. Members were assured that the qudity of
Dongjiang waer recaived & Muk Wu Pumping Station was stidactory, as
demondrated by the monitoring data. Dongjiang weter teken from the inteke of
Tayuan Pumping Sation a Qiaotou was ddivered by successve pumping to
Shenzhen Resarvair, where it recaived initid trestment a the Bionitrification
Pant before being supplied to Muk Wu Pumping Staion by gravity. On the
way from Qiaotou to Shenzhen, it was unavoidably polluted as the aqueduct
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7.1

7.2

81

was of open type However, with the combined efect of dilution by the
pumped flow, naturd purification dong the route and bionitrification a
Shenzhen Resarvair, the qudity of Dongjiang water supplied to Muk Wu
Pumping Saion was acogptable After the forthcoming gte vigt on the
Guangdong sde, members should have adearer picture of thered Stuation.

ACQWS Paper No. 6— Treated Water Quality Monitoring

An amendment sheet for Appendix 1l to this paper had been tabled a this
mesting. The purpose of this paper was to introduce the trested water qudity
monitoring drategy adopted by WSD, which was comparadle to the
recommendations and practices of internaiond organizations or netiond
authorities. WSD' s monitoring was more than adequate to ensure that the
adrinking weter in Hong Kong was safe for consumption. The competence of
WSD' s water andyses hed achieved recognition when her Manland East
Laboratory was accepted as an accredited laboratory under the Hong Kong
Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS) in 1996, a datus which hed
snce been maintained. WSD hed been able to andyse for dl 94 hedth rdated
parameters described in the WHO guiddines (1993).

Although the demarcation of responghilities for weter qudity of WSD and the
buildng ownes o the bulding mantenancemanagement agents was
undersood, some members expresssd much concan on the issue of
discoloured water and congdered that some measures should be taken to
ensure a safe tgp water supply to the consumers. A paper should therefore be
prepared to review the Stuation and to make recommendations accordingly.

Any Other Busness
In response to the question on issuing ACQWS informetion papers to the
media, the Chairman opined and members agreed thet they could be released

to the media after discusson & mestings

There baing no other busness, the meeting was adjourned a 4:00 p.m.
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