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Offence under law and punishment

Under the Waterworks Ordinance (Cap 102), except
with the permission of the Water Authority, no person
shall -

(1) take water from the waterworks other than through
a fire service, inside service or public standpipe;

(2) take water through a fire service for any purpose
other than for fire fighting;

(3) take through a fire service or inside service water
which is not measured by a meter.

Any person who contravenes the provisions shall
be guilty of a criminal offence, and unless a penalty is
otherwise expressly provided, be liable on summary
conviction to a maximum fine of $25,000. The offender
shall also be liable to pay a charge for the water so
taken. Any person convicted of the offence shall, if it is
a continuing one, be liable to a further fine of $1,000 for
every day during which the offence continues.
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What should | do if | suspect someone is taking
water unlawfully?

A person is guilty of an offence if he takes water
unlawfully. There is also possibility that he may cause
pollution to water by doing so. Please call WSD
Enquiry Hotline (2824 5000) to report the details - date,
time, location and the ways of unlawful taking of water.
Provided your personal safety is secure and
circumstances warrant, you may take photos as
evidence to help prove the guilt. The personal
particulars of the informant will be kept strictly
confidential.

Unlawiul taking of water is prohibited

#plies Department

7k#%E Water Supplies Department

FERFELIMETR AEER X Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong
EFREESHME Customer Telephone Enquiry Hotline : 2824 5000

EFEE E-mail: wsdinfo@wsd.gov.hk EHENE Web Site Address : hifp:/fwww.wsd.gov.hk
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Legal ways of taking water, such as:

* To apply for water supply from WSD and
take through an inside service water which
is measured by a meter.

* To take water through a public standpipe of
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Common illegal ways of taking water

e To take water from the waterworks other
than through a fire service, inside service or
public standpipe. For example, taking water
from government water mains through an
illegal standpipe, taking water from
government water mains through an illegal
pipe extending inside a premises etc.

¢ To take water through a fire service for any
purpose other than for fire fighting. For
example, car washing or floor cleansing.

* To take through a fire service or inside
service water which is not measured by a
meter. For example, bridging-over vacant
meter position by means of an illegal pipe
for purpose of taking water not measured by
a meter etc.
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